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TWO PRIVATE UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF LINCOLN. 

In looking over the papers of the late Hon. Henry B. Dummer, of Jackson- 
ville, formerly Beardstown, Illinois, thirteen autograph letters of Lincoln were 
recently found, among which these two are of historical interest: 

Springfield, November 18, 1845. 

Friend Dummer : Before Baker left, he said to me, in accordance with 
what had long been an understanding between him and me, that the track for 
the next congressional race was clear to me, so far as he was concerned; and 
that he would say so publicly in any manner, and at any time I might desire. 
I said, in reply, that as to the manner and time, I would consider awhile and 
write him. 

I understand friend Delahay to have already informed you of the substance 
of the above. 1 now wish to say to you that if it be consistent with your feel- 
ings, you would set a few stakes for me. I do not certainly know, but I 
strongly suspect, that Gen 1 Hardin wishes to run again. I know of no argu- 
ment to give me a preference over him unless it be "Turn about is fair play." 
The Pekin paper has lately nominated or suggested Hardin's name for gov- 
ernor, and the Alton paper, noticing that, indirectly nominates him for Con- 
gress. I wish you would, if you can, see that, while these things are handed 
about among the papers, the Beardstown paper takes no stand that may injure 
my chance, unless the Conductor really prefers Gen 1 Hardin, in which case, I 
suppose, it would be fair. 

Let this be confidential, and please write me in a few days. Yours as ever, 

A. Lincoln. 

The Baker mentioned in the letter was the famous Colonel B. D. Baker, 
who afterward was Senator from California, and the General Hardin referred 
to, was John J. Hardin, who fell at Buena Vista, in the Mexican War. Lin- 
coln was elected to Congress the year after this letter was written. It is a little 
strange to note the fact, that these three men, Hardin, Baker, and Lincoln, thus 
grouped together, represented the same district in Congress in the order named, 
their district being the only Whig district in the then strongly Democratic State 
of Illinois. Another singular coincidence is the fact that each of the three 
met with a tragic end; Hardin at the battle of Buena Vista, Baker at Ball's 
Bluff, and Lincoln at the assassin's hand. 

The following letter marks a sort of epoch in the history of the Republi- 
can Party. Lincoln and his party moved on pretty rapidly from the position 
indicated in the letter ! Neither he nor any one else could foresee the course 
events were to take in the next five years. 

Springfield, August 5, 1858. 

Friend Dummer : Yours, not dated, just received. No accident preventing, 
I shall be at Beardstown on the 12th. I thank you for the contents of your 
letter generally. I have not time now to notice the various points you suggest, 
but I will say I do not understand the Republican Party to be committed to 
the proposition " No more Slave States." I think they are not so committed. 
Most certainly they prefer there should be no more, but I know there are many 
of them who thick we are under obligations to admit Slave States from Texas, 
if such shall be presented for admission ; but I think the party, as such, is not 
committed either way. Your friend as ever, 

A. Lincoln. 

It was less than five years from the date of this letter that Lincoln penned 
the Emancipation Proclamation. C. Harry Dummer. 



